
We have  heard  Berry  s tudents  ask :  g iven
everyth ing  go ing  on  in  the  wor ld ,  i s  i t  a  good

t ime for  me to  go  to  graduate  school  r ight  now? 
 

Cont inu ing  your  educat ion  cou ld  be  a  good
dec is ion  for  you  at  the  moment . . .o r  i t  might  not

be . . . so ,  how can  you  know? Good news:  we 've
asked  severa l  Berry  Facu l ty  members  to  weigh

in  and  here  i s  what  they  sa id  s tudents  shou ld  be
th ink ing  about .  

 
As  you  read  through  the i r  feedback  in  the  l i s ts

be low,  check  of f  a l l  o f  the  boxes  that  ref lect
your  current  perspect ives  on  and

exper iences  wi th  go ing  to  graduate  school  r ight
now.

To Grad or NOT to
Grad:

Faculty Feedback on
Continuing Education

Right Now



Reasons "TO Grad"
Right Now:

The graduate program aligns with your personal and
professional goals, and opens doors for future career
options and opportunities that interest you.

The graduate program helps to accelerate you towards
your goals, offering opportunities for training and
credentials that are not available at the undergraduate
level.

The graduate program makes financial sense for you and
your future goals. Does investing in your talent, time, and
treasure in grad school outweigh the earnings you will
lose by not being employed?

You are awarded scholarships or graduate assistant-
ships, both of which help to reduce the cost of graduate
school.

The graduate program deepens your scholarly
interests and offers you access to wise and influential
mentors.

The graduate program you are considering is challenging,
well respected and known by people in the fields you
want to move into.



Reasons "NOT To Grad" Right Now:
You think you really need an “academic break” and are not sure you
have the stamina to take on the additional burden of challenging
graduate-level coursework at this time.

You have no idea which graduate program to apply to, or why you
are pursuing an additional degree. Although some people choose to
go to graduate school as a ‘fallback’ when their other future plans fall
through, please remember that continuing your formal education is a
big investment of your time, talent, and treasure. It is much wiser to
view graduate school as option to help you move closer to
your future goals, as opposed to a 'fallback’ plan.

You don’t get into a respected graduate school that aligns with your
academic interests and professional goals. Since applications to
graduate school often increase during times of economic
uncertainty, be aware that may be more competition and less
funding opportunities for applicants right now.

The graduate program does not offer you a scholarship or graduate
assistantship, and you will have to incur additional debt to continue
your study. If you are concerned about incurring additional debt,
or will need to work in addition to graduate study, consider
how these will test your health, stress management skills, and work-
life balance.

You found the pivot to remote learning to be extremely unpleasant
or difficult. Since remote learning is to be extremely unpleasant or
difficult, consider if you want to extend your time in graduate school
where prolonged periods of remote learning could be a reoccurring
reality.

You need to remain close to home and/or to your support
networks. Often, students have to relocate when attending an in-
person graduate program, so moving away would test your
resiliency and independence right now.



Takeaways
Ref lect  on  the  boxes  you  checked  above .

Do your  responses  g ive  you  more  ins ight  into
your  dec is ion  “ to  grad  or  not  to  grad?”  r ight
now? Or  do  they  create  more  quest ions  than

answers?
 

Graduate  school  i s  an  incred ib ly  va luab le
exper ience  for  many  people .  Anyone  who i s
want ing  to  app ly  for  graduate  school  shou ld

exp lore  a l l  opt ions  and  to  weigh  them ser ious ly
when cons ider ing  of fers  of  admiss ion .  Be  smart
and  be  proact ive .   I f  you  dec ide  to  do  i t ,  go  a l l
in  on  produc ing  exce l lent  app l icat ions  and  do

your  homework!
 

Schedule  a  V i r tua l  V ik ing  Career  Adv is ing
Appointment  to  ta lk  about  your

quest ions  regard ing  graduate  school
opt ions .   P lease  fee l  f ree  to  br ing

th is  check l i s t  to  your  appointment  to  he lp  gu ide
our  d i scuss ion .

 
Spec ia l  thanks  to  Dr .  Matthew Stanard ,  Dr .

Jordan  Rowan Fannin ,  and  Dr .  Casey  Dexter  for
the i r  t ime  and  words  of  adv ice .


